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Introduction: There is REST for the people of God! Our God is a God of REST! Today, at HILTON Hotel as our NEW location, God has honored His promise of giving us REST earthly which is temporal! But there is an ULTIMATE REST awaiting us in Jesus Christ that is ETERNAL! Should the LORD come NOW, ARE WE READY TO ENTER HIS REST TODAY? From Genesis to Revelation God has kept promising His children REST! God first use the word REST after six days of working or laboring – Gen. 2:2. The REST of God was not because God was tired and needed some break. But rather, a model to tell us after completion of a job must be a rest. We know God didn’t come back to continue creating things after the seventh day because He had finished and were perfect – Paradise but men couldn’t keep it because of our disobedience.
This REST was also use about the promise land, the land of REST! God promised to give Abraham the Canaan land to his offspring – Gen 12:7. During their wilderness journey, God repeated this promise to give them the land of Canaan – Num 13:2. Canaan is their PROMISE land, a land of REST but they couldn’t enter because of UNBELIEF, they were CUT off by God!
God again in the Ten Commandments, specifically instructed the children of Israel to observe the day of REST, thus the Sabbath-rest which was also MISSUNDERSTOOD!
All these were the model of the ULTIMATE REST that was to come! The “Promised city” “New Jerusalem” – Heb. 11:10,16; 12:18-24. Jesus is the LORD of the Sabbath; He is the Lord of REST. The Lord of the Promise City, New Jerusalem. He said, "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest...." Matt 11:28-30. Beloved, the Lord is the only One who can give us REST in His Promised city – New JERUSALEM!
Let come before the Lord in Prayer…
Jesus Christ is the ULTIMATE REST Giver! In our text from Hebrews 3:7-19 and Hebrews 4:1-10 gives the challenges that can ROBB us of the REST that we have been promised! We will also SEE our RESPONSIBILITIES if we want to ENTER into HIS REST! These warnings were sounded to the children of Israel in Ps. 95 by the Holy Spirit about the reason why their forefathers didn’t enter into the land of REST!
Beloved in Christ, ESCAPING from Egypt-symbol of sin and bondage is not enough to take us to the REST of the LORD. The Rest of the LORD demands that we WALK in absolute Humility and Obedience to Him. The Holy Spirit at this point was not addressing sinners but believers – like GICF believers. So, WHAT WERE THEIR CHALLENGES AND OUR WARNINGS?
Their Challenges and our Warning! We are to…
1. Guide our heart – “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” Proverbs 4:23. We cannot give what we do not have, AND a bitter fountain cannot send forth sweet water! The heart is very vital as long as our actions are concern. In Luke 6:45 it says, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks." If we are not happy about our actions then we have to first change our hearts, what goes into it! Because out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks! Our actions are the end product of our hearts and it will certainly betray what our hearts are truly like if we don’t guide it with all diligence. What are we guarding our HEART from?
· Going astray - “…They always go astray in their heart…” Heb 3:10a. (Ps 95:8-11)
They went astray because the heart has gone astray; their EVIL heart led them away from God. One of the easiest things that lead us astray in our heart is PRIDE! The Bible says pride goes before a fall! In Prob. 21:4 says that, “Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin". Pride is trusting in our own looks, intelligence, or money. But God want us to be humble and meek, because He gives grace to the humble and resists the proud! Our hearts should be full of humility and meekness. So that our LAMP, light or work as small as the Widows mint will be acceptable to the giver of REST to allow us into His Rest!
· Evil unbelief - “…lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;” Heb. 3:12. 
Truly, a heart of unbelief is an evil heart. Out of such a heart proceeds every EVIL. It is the hearts that doubt the promise of God, doubt the divine TRUTH, or a mistrust of God's power and His creation. Mark 16:14 “Unbelief, And Life Of Faith
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Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen.” The disciples saw the incredible miracles yet like the Israelites do not believe the report of those who SAW Jesus after the resurrection and went their own way. Maybe we are in the same condition; we doubt virtually every promise, command and authority of God. We believe the world system of operation more than TRUSTING in God. That is evil and we cannot enter into the REST of GOD with such a heart, we need to change! 
· Deceitfulness of sin – “…lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” Heb. 3:13.
Sin the most deadly evil in the world has not changed in its nature nor has the ARCHITECT of sin, the devil quit deceiving men. Therefore, believers who live in deception, in John 8:44, the Bible says “You are of your father the devil, … He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” We become children of the devil because he is the father of liars! He comes as the angel of light but is of darkness! – 2Cor. 11:4. The object of him is to STEAL us, to KILL us and to DESTROY us! In John 10:10, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have … that they may have it more abundantly.” Therefore, it is important to guide our heart from the deception of this world, of our flesh and of Satan for they shall all pass away! 
· Rebelliousness – “For who, having heard, rebelled…?” Heb. 3:16.
Rebellion heart is an open door to any demonic attack in a person's life. The Bible says that rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft itself: 1 Samuel 15:23, "For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft..." In Psalm 78:17-19 “Yet they sinned still more against him, rebelling against the Most High in the desert. They tested God in their heart by demanding the food they craved. They spoke against God, saying, “Can God spread a table in the wilderness?” This is how a person possessed by a demon can go, making Ridicule of the Power of God! As a result of their rebelliousness the Bible say they were CUT OFF from God, and were not able to enter the Lord’s REST! In Psalms 68:6, "...the rebellious dwell in a dry land." 
2. Seek to know the ways of God – “…And they have not known My ways.” Heb. 3:10b. 
Moses' prayer in Exod. 33:22, “if I have found grace in thy sight, show me now Thy way that I may know Thee, that I may find grace in Thy sight:..” this made Moses an outstanding leader, he sought to know the ways of God. Therefore, “God made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children of Israel.” Psalm 103:7. Knowing the ways of God builds us up in Him, our character and actions are transformed into His Nature! It's the pathway to TRUE success. True success is discovering God's will and obeying it. King David in 1 Kings 2:1-3 charged the son Solomon, “…to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn;…” therefore, if we want to enter into the PROMISE REST of the LORD then we need to SEEK to KNOW His ways and walk in them! It will build our faith!
Our Responsibility in Entering Jesus’ Rest! - How do we respond to these challenges?
Apostle Paul said in verse 1 of Heb. 4, “Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us FEAR lest any of you seem to have come short of it.” So what are we to FEAR lest we fall short? 
a. FEAR THEIR EXAMPLES – “…let us fear lest…Ch 4:1. 
Today we are preoccupied with the present realities of life to the extent that, we DON’T FEAR Unbelief, we DON’T FEAR Rebellion, and we DON’T FEAR Disobedience. Our hearts are full of UNBELIEF towards God’s promises and His Word. We live a life of REBELLION and DISOBEDIENCE without any sense of guilt and shame towards God, all in the name of REALITIES of the DAY! Of course we know we need finance, shelter, and all other basic necessity yet we don’t have to live for those things but OBEY that which is required by the Lord from us to enter His REST!
Us children of God, Apostle Paul admonishes us in Philippians 2:12, “…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;” with fear and trembling abstain from every appearance of sin. We are to hate evil to the core, why? Because our God’s PROMISE of REST is still awaiting us! His eternal HOME with life everlasting is still waiting for us. Our home is not where we live in this world. We are just passing by like pilgrims. Like the Israelites, they were just passing through the wilderness their promise was Canaan, their home. Today, the kingdom of God, whose builder and architect is God himself is our HOME! Our citizenship is not of this world as a child of God but is in Heaven. Therefore, we are to FEAR every ACT that will ROBB us of it and let us strive to enter His REST.
b. MIXED WITH FAITH – “but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.” Ch 4:2 
The Bible says for the letter kills but the Spirit gives life! Faith is the WORK of God’s Holy Spirit through the Word of God in us! Therefore, we need the Spirit empowerment to make the Word of God effective in our lives. The children of Israel head the gospel but did not mix it with faith, therefore did not profit them.
Our world which is full of evil and denial the POWER of God will never know who we are with just our identity of been preachers, singers, teachers etc until we MIX the Word with FAITH – like Joshua and Caleb did when they return from sparing the land. They were twelve leaders selected, they could be preachers, teachers or singers yet TEN of them could not receive the Word of Promise with FAITH, therefore fell and die in the wilderness. Even though the TEN were the MAJORITY but without the SPIRIT they became the minority. Today, the Holy Spirit of God is speaking to us to heed to His call into trusting God, because we belong to Him. We are to hold on to His promises and live a LIFE of Faith, Fight against sin and live in mutual encouragement with one another as we graciously waits for the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus. 
In conclusion

Since Joshua was not able to provide complete REST for the children of Israel; God has provided us with another DAY! A REST for His people ONLY through JESUS CHRIST.  
How can we practically make every effort to enter God’s rest? In Heb. 3:13. “but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,”…” Brethren should live in unity, and not remain apart as if we are strangers to each other. We are to “exhort one another,” or call upon one another to live right, and speak comfortably together concern​ing the things of God. In Hebrew 10:24, “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,…”
This morning, I want to challenge you to give your life to Jesus who will give you REST if you have not done so! As you hear the VIOCE of the HOLY SPIRIT, do not harden your heart today. Maybe, tomorrow will be too late and will miss the opportunity to enter the kingdom of God. I want you to come before the Alter if you mean business, leave your seats and come as a sign of publicly showing your commitment to follow Christ henceforth. Pray this prayer after me…
"Dear Jesus, I confess I am a sinner. I repent of my sins and plead for your forgive. Save me by your shed blood; come into my heart and be my Lord and personal savior. Amen"
Beloved in Christ, I want us to make a NEW commitment to our God, maybe our hearts are not probably guide as a result, we live in unbelief, Rebellion and Disobedience to God. We are not eagerly SEEKING His ways but eagerly seeking the pleasures and comfort of our flesh. Open your mouth and call upon the Lord to create in you a PURE heart and RENEW a RIGHT SPIRIT within me. 
Let us pray! 
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